
The Scarlet Letter 
Outmoded  

and Otherwise Funky Words! 
 

1. Hitherto—up to this time (ex: a species of fish hitherto unknown in the West) 
2. Providence—a force which is believed by some people to control what happens in our lives 

and to protect us (ex: divine providence) 
3. Betwixt—between (ex: betwixt a rock and a hard place) 
4. Thenceforth—starting from that time (ex: thenceforth we used quill and ink) 
5. Wretched—someone who is wretched is very unhappy or ill, and you feel sorry for them (ex: 

the poor, wretched girl) 
6. Sought—past tense of seek (ex: she sought happiness) 
7. Perchance—perhaps or by chance (ex: One day perchance I shall tell you; Leave now, lest 

perchance he find you.) 
8. Lest—in order to make sure that something will not happen (ex: She turned away from the 

window lest anyone see them.) 
9. Iniquity—the quality of being very unfair or evil, or something that is very unfair (ex: He went on 

and on about the iniquities of bourgeois oppression 
10. Yonder—over there - used to show or explain where something or someone is (ex: the fresh 

blooms on yonder tree) 
11. Forbear—to not do something you could or would like to do because you think it is wiser not to 

(forbear from ex: He decided to forbear from interfering. forbear to do something Clara 
forbore to mention his name.) 

12. Pall—if something palls, it becomes less interesting or enjoyable because you have 
experienced it before (ex: Gradually, the novelty of city life began to pall.) 

13. Thither—in that direction (ex: head thitherward) 
14. Nay—used when you are adding something to emphasize what you have just said (ex: a 

bright - nay, a blinding light) 2 old use used to say no (ex: Nay, lad. It's not that bad.) 
15. Heretofore—before this time (ex: In recent years we have seen greater emphasis than 

heretofore on the voice of the consumer.) 
16. Ye—you - used especially when speaking to more than one person (ex: Abandon hope all ye 

who enter here.) 
17. Beseech—to eagerly and anxiously ask someone for something; bed (ex: she beseeched me 

for candy) 
18. Henceforward—from this time forward; from now on (ex: Henceforward you will know these 

words.) 
19. Edifice—a building, usually a large one 
20. Town beadle—a British officer who helped the town priest in various ways, usually by keeping 

order 
21. Pillory—a wooden frame with holes for someone’s hands and head to be locked into; used in 

the past as a way of publicly punishing someone 
22. Remonstrance—a complaint or protest 
23. Leech—someone who takes advantage of other people by taking their money, food, etc. 
24. Inscrutable—not showing emotion or reaction in one’s expression so that it is impossible to 

know what they are feeling or thinking 
25. Nonentity—someone who has no importance or power and who is not special in any way 
26. Transgressor—one who does something against the rules or moral principle 
27. Magistrate—someone, not usually a lawyer, who works as a judge in a lower court of law, 

dealing with less serious crimes 
28. Retribution—severe punishment for something very serious 
29. Orthodox—believing in all the traditional beliefs, laws, practices of a religion 
30. Ethereal—very delicate and light, in a way that does not seem real 



31. Sexton—someone whose job is to take care of a church building and the surrounding area 
and do other related things, such as ring bells 

32. Pestilence—a disease that spreads quickly and kills many 
33. Estrange—no longer having a connection with someone (husband, wife, family member) with 

someone/thing you used to have a strong connection with, usually because of a fight 
34. Insidious—a change or problem that spreads gradually without being noticed and causes 

serious harm 
35. Repudiate—to refuse to accept or continue with something 
36. Sagacious—to be able to understand and judge things very well; wise 
37. Gesticulation—movements with your hands and arms, usually while speaking, because you 

are excited, angry or cannot think of the right words to use 
38. Physiognomy—facial features, especially when regarded as revealing character 
39. Tribunal—A seat or court of justice; something that has the power to determine or judge 
40. Venerable—Commanding respect by virtue of age, dignity, character or position 
41. Ignominy—Great personal dishonor or humiliation 
42. Preternatural—Out of or being beyond the normal course of nature; differing from the natural 
43. Phantasmagoria—A fantastic sequence of haphazardly associative imagery, as seen in 

dreams or fever 
44. Exhort—To urge by strong, often stirring argument, admonition, advice or appeal 
45. Paramour—A lover, especially one in an adulterous relationship 
46. Plebian—Of or relating to the common people of ancient Rome; characteristic of commoners; 

a vulgar or coarse person 
47. Alchemy—A science studied in the Middle Ages, that involved trying to change ordinary 

metals into gold 
48. Talisman—An object marked with magic signs and believed to confer on its bearer 

supernatural powers or protection 
49. Enmity—Deep-seated, often mutual hatred 
50. Imp—A mischievous child 
51. Panoply—A splendid or striking array 
52. Presentiment—A sense that something is about to occur; a premonition 
53. Somnambulism—Sleepwalking! 
54. Erudite—Displaying much knowledge based on careful study; learned 
55. Bane—Fatal injury or ruin; a source of persistent annoyance or exasperation 
56. Recompense—To award compensation to or for 
57. Necromancy—The practice of supposedly communicating with the spirits of the dead in order 

to predict the future; black magic; sorcery 
58. Apotheosis—The best and most perfect example of something; Elevation to divine rank or 

stature; deification 
59. Stigma—A mark or token of infamy, disgrace or reproach 

 


