Antecedents
Most of the time, when a sentence contains a pronoun, it requires an antecedent.  For example, in the previous sentence, the pronoun “it” refers back to the word “pronoun.”  We would say, “pronoun” is the antecedent for “it.”

Examples of pronouns in English: I, me, my, we, she, her, he, his, they, their, them, those, these, it, everyone, anyone, no one. . . .

Practice: circle each pronoun in the sentence and draw an arrow from that pronoun to its precise antecedent.

1. The girl got an ‘A’ on the algebra test, but her friend got an even higher ‘A.’

2. After the bank robbers spent an entire day tunneling into the bank from the underground sewer tunnel, and then emptying the vault of all its money, they walked out into the street and were immediately arrested.

3. The husband and his family went to the mall, but while he thought they were all there to visit the bookstore, they only wanted to go to the video game store.
4. The glacier extended over fifty miles in length and was, in places, over a mile wide, and where it ended at the ocean, it was a 500 foot cliff of ice.
5. The young man was poor but well liked, and when he could not afford to eat, his friends happily gave him their money for his sustenance.

Other words and phrases which require antecedents in order to make sense of meaning: here, there, which, whose.
6. John Milton, in his epic poem Paradise Lost, invented a lake of fire upon which all the fallen angels lie chained and burning.  From there, Satan first addressed his prideful comrades in order to restore their spirits.

7. Seattle is a city of evergreen trees and rolling hills.  Here is where the first Starbucks location opened in 1985.

8. The tallest tree in the park, glistening with the frozen dew of late December, its crown high up in the clouds, upon whose green boughs the stubborn birds of winter sing, was chosen by the town council as its Christmas tree for the local festival celebration.

Many other words require antecedents if they are used in a particular context.

9. The sailors climbed into the submarine and plunged into the ocean.  When they got to the bottom, they allowed the craft to settle onto the sand.
10. The sailors climbed into the submarine and plunged into the ocean.  On the top deck, they slept and ate their meals, and on the bottom they kept their supplies and equipment.

