Argumentation Series

Welcome to AP’s version of March Madness!

We are going to “slam dunk” the argumentation section of the AP Language exam with some serious courtside practice! To get better at the game, we’ve got to practice...practice...PRACTICE. So, you will be researching current topics and then composing argumentative pieces at home. These 200-300 word responses/mini-essays will be due Mondays and Fridays, March 8-26.  They must be typed.  From these pieces we will hold class argumentation sessions (different than debates as we will be focusing on listening and understanding the other side’s opinions, making concessions, learning to qualify, finding fallacies, offering examples and proof, and asking questions).  Note: regardless of your original opinion, you will be randomly assigned to a side, so you must be prepared to discuss the topic as a whole.  Your weekly grade will depend on the quality of your participation in these sessions.
Links
Common Argumentative Prompts From Past AP Exams
Write an essay in which you consider the extent to which _____________ holds true.

Write an essay in which you evaluate the pros and cons of the argument.  Use appropriate evidence as you examine each side and indicate which position you find more persuasive.

Drawing on your own reading and experience, write an essay that defends, challenges, or qualifies the claims.

Take some time to think about the implications of the quotation.  Then write a carefully reasoned essay that explores the validity of the assertion, using examples from your reading, observation, or experience to develop your position.

Write a carefully reasoned essay that examines the issue.  Use specific examples to develop your position.
 

__________________________________________________________________________

Important points for writing argumentation:

Ethos

· Above all else, establish yourself as a credible and respectable (regardless if the reader agrees or disagrees with you) speaker.

· Tone—even-handed, respectful, thoughtful, intelligent, open and at the same time, confident in yourself

· Word choice (does not stereotype, offend, or 

· Make concessions- acknowledge the validity of the other side

Logos

· Clearly explain your reasoning
· Use allusions, examples, and proof
· Anticipate and answer counterarguments
Pathos

· Use with discretion (you do not want to whine or rant; at the same time, you do want your passion and voice to be apparent)
· Examples 
Topic of Week 1: The issue: Should the U.S. work to make renewable energy--such as solar power, wind power and hydroelectric power--a significant component of the nation's energy supply? Or should the U.S. continue to rely primarily on fossil fuels, such as coal and oil, to satisfy its energy needs?
· Supporters of an increased reliance on renewable energy say: Using fossil fuels to generate energy is environmentally unsustainable, since they generate harmful greenhouse gases that contribute to global warming. The federal government should increase funding for the research and development of renewable energy in order to create a "cleaner" U.S. energy supply for future generations.

· Critics of an increased reliance on renewable energy say: Fossil fuels are far more reliable than renewable energy. Since many renewable energy resources are dependent on the weather, they cannot generate power on demand. In order to meet the growing demand for energy, the U.S. government should utilize greater quantities of domestic oil, coal and nuclear power.

Due:  Monday, March 15
Write a 200-300 word response in which you evaluate the pros and cons of this argument.  Use appropriate evidence as you examine each side and indicate which side you find most valid.
Topic of Week 2: The issue: Are some banks "too big to fail"? Should the government break those banks into smaller parts, or should they be carefully regulated so that they will be less likely to fail?
· Critics of banks that are deemed too big to fail say: Banks that are too big to fail are simply too big. The government must break up large banks into smaller institutions, so that if any of their components failed, they could be dissolved without devastating the entire economy. The entire banking industry has too large a role in the U.S. economy, and its influence should be reduced.

· Supporters of banks that are deemed too big to fail say: A series of small banks making reckless decisions could pose as much of a threat to the entire economy as a few large banks doing so. The government must institute a nuanced system of regulations so that banks can be kept from taking unreasonable risks while still operating efficiently and profitably.

Due: Friday, March 19 

Write a 200-300 word response that evaluates both sides of the topic while indicating which side you find more valid. You will also need a visual for this argument.
Topic of Week 3: The issue: Should the U.S. allow the use of torture against detainees in its efforts to obtain information in the war on terrorism, or should the U.S. continue to uphold its ban on torture?
· Critics of torture say: The U.S. should not use torture under any circumstances. Allowing the use of torture would represent a violation of human rights and could lead to the gradual acceptance of torture as a legitimate interrogation tactic.

· Supporters say of torture say: U.S. intelligence officials should be allowed to use whatever tactics they see fit, including torture, to gather information from terrorists. In an age when terrorists can strike and kill thousands in one attack, it is crucial that all means available to the U.S. are used to stop terrorist threats.
Due: Monday, March 22

Write a 200-300 word response in which you examine each side of the argument and indicate which position you find more persuasive. You will also need a visual for this argument.
Topic of Week 4: Do Americans view other’s success as a threat?
Due: Friday, March 26
“For many Americans, the concept of success is a source of confusion.  As a people, we Americans greatly prize success.  We are taught to celebrate and admire the one who gets the highest grades, the one voted most attractive or most likely to succeed.  But while we often rejoice in the success of people far removed from ourselves--people who work in another profession, live in another community, or are endowed with a talent that we do not especially want for ourselves--we tend to regard the success of people close at hand, within our own small group, as a threat.”
--Adapted from Margaret Mead, The Egalitarian Error
Explain Mead’s argument and discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with her analysis.  Support your position, providing reasons and examples from your own experience, observations, or reading.
